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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Statement of the Problem.-- Textbooks are one of the most important 
tools a teacher uses. Therefore, it is important for any teacher to knovl 
what is in the textbooks she is using. !, The purpose of this , study is to 
analyze eight of the most commonly used sixth ·grade geography textbooks 
to find out how the topic of Australia is treated. ) 
Importance of Textbooks.-- Wesley and Adams state: 
Beyond the primary grades the textbook continues to be the 
principal basis of instruction in the social studies. Textbooks 
render several very important functions. They provide logical and 
appealing organizations; they indicate the minimum content of the 
subject; they furnish a common basis for the pupils; while they sel-
dom blaze completely new trails, they do provide a highway for 
carrying better practices to all schools. Their pictures, maps and 
other illustrative materials are convenient and usually well inte-
grated with the context. 1 
The American Textbook Publishers Institute says: 
I 
I 
I· 
'I There is plenty of evidence to support the statement that the I great majority of people who are responsible for education believe 1 
the textbook is a highly important and essential element in the pro- I 
gram of schools and colleges. The modern textbook is more and more ' 
thought of as an assistant teacher in print. It is the authors s :I · 
effort to enter the classroom as personally as the pages of a book I 
will permit. 2 i 
Practical Purposes of this Study.-- Wilson says: 
Texts are constantly improving; this investigation shows, how-
1 Edgar Bruce Wesley and Mary A. Adams, Teaching Social Stu~ies in Elemen-
tary Schools (Boston: D. C. Heath and Co., 1946), p. 221. 
2 American Textbook Publishers Institute, Textbooks in Education (New 
York: American Textbook Publishers Institute, 1949), pp. 4-5. 
-1-
• 
ever, that ~any texts fail to present material i n such a way that 
geographic relations are emphasized; they fail to stimulate pupils 
to active cooperation in working out problems they must solve before 
attaining these objectives.3 I 
This quotation indicates that geography textbooks are not always 
adequate. This paper is one of several studies analyzing various phases 
I 
I 
of geography textbooks. Several studies are concerned with 1the treatment 
of topics in geography books. Other phases of textbooks being studied 
are: map activities and skills; pictures; latitude and long~tude; voca-
bulary difficulties; use of higher mental processes in activities; maps; 
and historical content. 
When these studies are completed, any teacher selecting new texts 
can read the studies and secure a great deal of valuable inflormation con-
I 
cerning various geography textbooks. She should be able to iobtain an ex-
cellent idea of what is in each of the textbooks analyzed. A review of 
these studies should help in selecting the textbooks best sttited to the 
needs of the groups to be taught. ) 
3 Ella M. Wilson, "Difficulties in Using Geography Texts," Thirty-Second 
Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education (Bloomington 
Illinois: Public School Publishing Co., 1933), pp. 478-479 • 
2 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Hany studies of textbooks in the social studies field have been made. 
Analyses have been 1nade of textbooks to study the treatment of pictures, 
topics, objectives, children's activities, reference material, geographic 
references in history books, the historical content of geography books, 
persons mentioned in history books and many other phases of textbooks. 
Hirtle1 studied the historical content of fourth grade geography 
textbooks. She found a very small measure of agreement on the historical 
content found in the geography textbooks and that little history was 
taught in geogr aphy textbooks. 
Phillips2 analyzed and classified the questions and exercises in ten 
fourth grade geography textbooks on the basis of the higher mental pro-
cesses required for their solution. This study analyzed the questions J 
and exerci ses found at the end of the chapters or sections in the text I 
and under maps , pictures, and diagrai11S. She found that the contribution . 11 
of .geography t extbooks to training in the higher mental processes is negll-ll 
gible and that it would be necessary for the teacher to use a great deal Ji 
1 Esther H. Hirtle, "The Historical Content of Fourth Grade Geography J 
Textbooks," (unpublished Master's thesis, Boston University School of 
Education, 1945), pp. 78, 82. 
Laura D. Phillips, 11 An Analysis and Classification of the Questions and 
Exercises in Ten Fourth Grade Geography Books on the Basis of the Higher 
Mental Processes Required for Their Solution, 11 (unpublished Master 's j 
thesis, Boston University School of Education, 1945), p. 69. · 
3 
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of supplementary material in order to provide the learning experiences 
I 
necessary to train pupils in the use of the higher mental processes. 
Bixby3 analyzed the treatment of Africa in eight sixth grade geo-
graphy textbooks. She studied the cities and towns, rivers J mountains, 
lakes and falls, minerals, products, pictures, graphs, maps J wild animals 
and personalitie§ discussed under the topic Africa. She found that the 
information which children may learn from geography textbooks will vary 
greatly according to the text used. 
Worters4 analyzed ten fifth grade history textbooks to compare purely 
verbal activities with other activities. She defined verbal activiti es 
as those activities making use of the oral, written or printed words. 
She found that 74.51 per cent of the activities listed in the books she 
I 
I 
studied were verbal activities. In her opinion in light of the evidence 
which has been given concerning the importance of the otherla;tivities, 
she feels that most, if not all, of the textbooks need some1 additional 
activities so that the children can interpret or represent their facts in 
some other manner than a purely verbal f ashmn. 
Drisco115 analyzed the questions and exercises in ten sixth grade 
geography books on the basis of the higher mental processes required in 
their solution. She states that children must be prepared in school to 
I 
3 Edith P. Bixby, "The Treatment of Africa in Eight Sixth Grade Geography 
Textbooks," (unpublished Master's thesis, Boston University School of 
Education, 1946), p. 44 . 
4 Norma Worters, "An Analysis of Fifth Grade History Textbdoks to Compare 
Purely Verbal Activities with Other Activities," (unpublished Master's 
thesis, Boston University, School of Education, 1946), pp. 58-60. 
I 
5 lrene Winifred Driscoll, 11 An Analysis of Questions and Exercises in Ten 
Fifth Grade Geography Books on the Basis of the Higher 1-1Jntal Processes 
Required in Their Solution, 11 (unpublished :!Yiaster 1 s thesis, Boston Uni-
l=====il==="'~'""' . ,..~··., ;i.t:u:_ _Sr.hnol _of. ..Educat.io~aL. ~P.· _7_::, I 
I 
4. 
be able to solve the problems they will meet in life. In her opinion 
sixth grade geography textbooks could be substantially improved by in-
I 
eluding more questions and exercises involving the use of higher mental 
processes, as the social studies program must be one of the 1places where 
the basic work for practice in the higher mental processes s,hould begin. 
I 
She feels that the teacher will need to provide many suppl~entary exer-
cises which require the use of higher ment al processes in t~eir solution. 
I 
I 
Jbhnson6 analyzed fifth grade geography workbooks on the basis of 
the higher mental processes involved. He found that the majority of the 
questions and exercises use lower mental processes, especially recall and 
I 
recognition. No great contribution is made toward training Jfor higher 
mental processes. 
Murphy? in an analysis of topics in junior high school 1 American his-
tory textbooks states that student interest is often aroused by local 
events, such as the Battles of Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill. He 
I 
found that local events are lightly treated in history textbooks. He 
also found that recreation, which is very important in the lives of in-
dividuals, receives little recognition in history textbooks~ 
Fleming8 in an analysis of the pictures found in seven lfifth grade 
6 Everett Johnson, "An Analysis of Fifth Grade Geography Workbooks on the 
Basis of the Mental Processes Involved," (unpublished Master's thesis, 
Boston University School of Education, 1948), p. 66. 
7 Charles J. Murphy, 11 An Analysis of Topics in Junior High School Ameri-
can History Textbooks, 11 (unpublished lvf..aster1 s thesis, Boston University 
School of Education, 1949), p. 52. I 
8 Mary F. Fleming, 11 An Analysis of the Pictures Found in Seven Fifth 
Grade American History Textbooks," (unpublished Master's thesis, Boston 
University School of Education, 1949), p. 60. 
5 
/" 
American history textbooks found that the majority of the pictures were 
I 
black and white and in the category of one quarter to one half a page in 
I 
I Abdalah9 in an analysis of the learning activities in seven fifth 
size. 
grade American history textbooks found great variation in t):le numbers 
and types of activities included in the textbooks. She found that the 
i 
majority of the activities were visual, 1~iting and the oral type with, 
I 
unfortunately, few exercises in the area of criticism and e~aluation of 
I ideas. In her opinion the teacher must furnish a great dea~ of supplemen-
1 
tary material to provide the proper activities necessary for training in 
I 
the higher mental processes. 
11ills10 in an analysis of reference material found in fifth grade 
I 
history textbooks produced evidence that there is little un1iformity among 
I 
textbook authors and publishers, as to the choice of supplt entary mate-
rial and that authors select material for supplementary his
1
tory reading 
I 
with insufficient attention to the recommendations of standard compila-
1 
tions. 1 
. I Cronin11 in an analysis of seven fifth gr ade hlstory workbooks on 
the basis of the higher mental processes involved found no !agreement among 
9 Evelyn Jane Abdalah, 11 An Analysis of the Learning ActivjJties in Seven 
Fifth Grade American History Textbooks," (unpublished Haster's thesis, 
Boston University School of Education, 1949), p. 84. 
10 Mary Ellison Hill.s, 11 An Analysis of Reference Material Eound in Fifth 
Grade History Textbooks," (unpublished Master's thesis, IBoston Univer-
sity School of Education, 1949), p. 64. 
11 Frances Irene Cronin, 11 An Analysis of Seven Fifth Grad+ History Work-
books on the Basis of Mental Processes Involved," (unpublished Master's 
thesis, Boston University School of Education, 1949), pl 68. 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
the seven workbooks as to the choice of skills or skills in 'thinking to 
be persistently emphasized on the higher level. She found no great variet . 
of distribution ~dthin a specific workbook. In f act,. she found that one 
I 
I 
particular exercise was favored more than another in each workbook, al-
though there was no uniformity among the seven books as to which this 
I 
would be. 
From these researches and from those to be done in the/ future should 
come better textbooks. The teacher should be able to select the book or 
I 
books that best fit her needs by looking over these studies!. 
I 
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CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
Purpose of the Study.-- In this study no attempt is being made to 
I 
I judge the textbooks or to arrive at any conclusion that one ltextbook 
I 
treats any topic or phase more adequately than another textbook. The 
purpose of this analysis is to present objectively the 
I 
cont~nts dealing 
I 
I 
with Australia in eight sixth grade geography textbooks, allowing the 
I 
reader to draw his own conclusions from the data presented. [ 
Plan of Analysis.-- With this objective in mind the texts were studied 
I 
carefully to find a plan of study that would present adequately the con-
tents of the texts. Part of this plan of analysis is based on the work 
of Bixby1 and Fleming. 2 
Five main categories were selected for study. 
I. Estimated Running Words 
TI. Topics 
III. Pictures 
IV. Children's Activities 
V. Maps 
' I These wrre: 
I 
The main categories were further broken down into sub...!topics. The 
I first main category, Estimated Running Words. was determined by counting 
I 
the number of words in ten typical lines and securing the j verage number 
I 
of words per line. Then the number of lines was counted and multiplied 
I 
I 
by the average number of words per line. 
1 Bixby, .2.E. cit., p. 44. 
2 Fleming, 2£· ~., p. 60. 
8 
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The second main category headed Topics was analyzed as follows: 
A. Size 
B. Surface 
l. Deserts 
2. Lowlands 
3. Mountains 
4. Plateaus 
5. Water Bodies 
c. Clj]nate 
l. Clj]natic Belts 
2. Rainfall 
3. Temperature 
4. Wind Direction 
D. Resources 
l. Fish 
2. Forests 
3. Minerals 
a. Coal. 
b. Copper 
c. Gold 
d. Iron ore 
e. Lead 
f. Petroleum 
g. Silver 
h. Tin 
i. Tungsten 
j. Zinc 
4. Native Animals 
5. Native Plants 
6. Soil 
E. Industries 
l. Farming 
2. Fishing 
3. Lumbering 
4. Manufacturing 
5. Mining 
6. Personal Service 
7. Transportation 
II . 
' ~) 
.JL 
F. Products 
1. Barley 
2. Cattle 
3. Coal 
4. Copper 
5. Corn 
6. Cotton 
7. Dairy Products 
8. Fruit 
9. Gold 
10. Hay 
11. Hides and Skins 
12. Horses 
13. Iron and Steel Products 
14. Iron ore 
15. Lead 
16. Leather Goods 
17. Lumber 
18. ~-iachinery 
19. Meat 
20. Oats 
21. Pigs 
22. Poultry 
23. Rabbits 
24. Rubber Goods 
25. Silver 
26. Sheep 
27. Sugar 
28. Textiles 
29. Tin 
30. Tungsten 
31. Wheat 
32. Wool 
33. Zinc 
34. Vegetables 
G. Government 
1. Type 
2. Political Divisions 
H. Population 
1. Distribution 
.e 2. Natives 3. Restrictions 
-I. Cities 
1. Adelaide 
2. Brisbane 
3. Canberr a 
4. Hobart 
5. Melbourne 
6. Newcastle 
7. Perth 
S. Sydney 
J. Historical Content 
1. Dutch exploration 
2. Cook's Exploration 
3. First Settlements 
4. First Settlers 
5. Discovery of Gold 
6. Rabbit Pest 
7. World War II 
The texts were examined sentence by sentence to determine hmv many 
words were written about each topic and sub-topic. For example, it is 
possible to determine from the tables how many words each text contains 
on all the cities of Australia and also the m.Lmber written about any of 
the eight most important cities of Australia. 
The third main topic on Pictures was broken down into the follovr.ing 
items: 
A. Total number of pictures on Australia 
B. Number of black and white pictures 
C. Number of colored pictures 
D. Size of the pictures 
1. Full page 
2. Half page 
3. Less than half a page 
E. Number of pictures showing human activity 
F. Number of pictures showing places 
G. Number of pictures showing native plants 
H. Number of pictures -showing native animals 
'·t~ 
.. ~~--
The fourth main topic on Activities was broken down as 1follows: 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 
H. 
I. 
J. 
K. 
L. 
M. 
N. 
o. 
P. 
Q. 
R. 
Total number of different activities 
Number of essay questions 
Number of questions ·involving the use of a map · 
Number of comparisons to make 
Number of lists to make 
Number of letters to write 
Discussion topics 
Imaginary trips to make 
Sentences to make describing cities 
Inviting a soldier to speak to the class 
Summaries to make 
Maps to draw 
Statements to explain 
Statements to prove 
Matching exercises 
Sentences to complete 
Best answer questions 
Arranging Pictures 
The fifth main topic on Maps was broken down into the follmving sub-
topics: 
A. Total number of maps 
B. Number of black and white maps 
C. Number of colored maps 
D. Size 
l. Full page 
2. Half page 
3. Less than half page 
E. Number of political maps 
F. Number of physical feature maps 
G. Number of combined physical feature and political maps 
H. Number of rainfall maps 
I. Number of.relief and vegetation maps 
J. Number of population maps 
K. Number of ~roduct maps 
L. Number of r~lief maps 
M. Number of global maps 
N. Number of maps shol-Ting transportation routes 
0. Number of maps showing products and exports 
P. Number of maps showing imports and exports 
Q. Number of maps showing the growing season 
R. Number of maps sholdng climate and rainfall 
Selection of Texts.-- Eight commonly used textbooks were selected to 
I 
be analyzed. These texts listed below will, hereafter, be peferred to by 
the letter in front of the name of the text. 
I A. Atwood, Wallace W. and Helen G. Thomas, Nations Overseas. Boston: 
Ginn and Company, 1948. 
B. Barrows, Harlan H., Edith P. Parker and Clarence W. Sorensen, 
Old World Lands. New York: Silver Burdett and Company, 1947. 
I C. Bodley, G. R. and E. L. Thurston, The Old World Continents. New 
York: Iroquois Publishing Company, 1946. 
D. Branom, Frederick K. and Helen M. Ganey, Ea.stern Hemisphere, Book 
III. New York: William H. Sadlier, Inc., 1940. 
E. Brigham, Albert P. and Charles T. McFarlane, Our Continental 
Neighbors. New York: American Book Company, 1938. , 
F. McConnell, W. R., Geograbhy of Lands Overseas. 
McNally and Company, 194 • 
New :York: Rand 
I 
G. Smith, J. Russell, Frank Sorenson and Norman Carls, Neighbors 
Across the Seas. Philadelphia: John C. Winston Company, 1950. 
H. Stull, DeForest and Roy W. Hatch, Our World Today. 'Boston: Allyn 
and Bacon, 1946. 
Specific Procedures.-- In col:ID.ting the number of words :discussing a 
' given topic only the words in the main text were counted. Captions under 
I 
pictures were not included, nor were the questions. 
In Text C, which was the only textbook having a summary, the words 
I 
were not included in the count, because this was only a duplication of 
-
material in the main text. 
Where a long involved sentence seemed to discuss two topics, the 
I 
sentence was broken down and the words divided between the tfo topics. 
CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS 
The analysis of the treatment of Australia in eight sixth grade geo-
graphy textbooks is presented in tabular form. Tables treating ·the topics 
are set up in such a way that it is possible to determine how many words 
each text contains discussing the main topic and, also, the ' sub-topics. 
TABLE I 
THE ESTIHATED RUNNING WORDS DISCUSSING AUSTRALIA 
IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS 
A 
Number of pages 23 
Words per line 7.3 
Estimated run-
B 
5.5 
6.9 
c 
10 
8 
D E 
11.75 11 
7.7 6.7 
F 
14 
7.7 
G 
15 
6.6 
H 
10 
ning words 9,752 2,635 8,192 4,789 4,596 6,160 5,293 6,602 
The average number of words per line ranged from 8 .L~ words in Text H 
I ' to 6.6 words in Text G. Text C had 8 words. Texts D and F averaged 7.7 
words per line. Text B had 6.9 words per line. Text E had 6.7 words per 
line. 
The estimated number of running words on Australia ranged from 9,752 
i n Text A to 2,635 words in Text B. Text C had 8,192 words. Text H had 
6,602 words. Tex t F had 6,160 words. i Text G had 5,295 words. Text D 
.I 
I, 
11 
\ 
had 4,789 words while Text E had 4,596 words. I 
The number of pages ranged from 23 in Text A to 5.5 pag~s in Text B. I 
Text G had 15 pages on Australia. Text F had 14 pages. Text- D had 11.75 II 
pages. Text E had 11 pages while both Texts C and H had ten pages on 
Australia. 
TABLE II 
THE NillffiER OF WORDS IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING THE SIZE OF AUSTRALIA 1 
Number of Words 
Discussing Size 
A 
27 
B c 
30 123 
D E F 
25 73 0 
G H 
50 34 
Table II shows the treatment of the topic the size of Australia. The 
I 
number of words treating this topic runs from 123 words in Text C to no 
mention at all in Text F. 
Table III treats the surface of Australia. This main topic was broke . 
I I . 
do~m into five sub-topics--deserts, lowlands, plateaus, mountains, and 
I 
I 
water bodies. 
TABLE III 
THE NUMBER OF WORDS IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING THE SURFACE OF AUSTRALIA 
A B c D E F 
.Deserts 167 49 155 27 34 0 
Lo'l'llands 190 51 127 36 115 7 
!..fountains 179 0 249 80 59 0 
Plateaus 0 0 92 16 0 0 I 
\vater Bodies 0 0 239 53 0 0 
Total 536 100 862 212 208 7 
G H 
47 28 
36 0 
15 0 
0 0 
95 62 
193 90 
.·· s 
\ " 
The total number of words devoted to the topic, the surface of Aus-
tralia, ranged from 862 words in Text C to 7 words in Text F. Only Texts 
! 
B, F, &~d H devoted less than 200 words to the topic. 
Material on the sub-topic deserts varied from 167 words in Text A to 
I 
no mention at all in Text F. Only Texts A and C had more than 100 words 
on this topic. 
The number of words on the sub-top1c lowlands ranged from 190 words 
in Text A to no mention at all ih Text H. Only Texts A, C, 1and E had 
more than 100 words on this topic. 
I 
Material on the sub-topic mountains ranged from 249 words in Text C 
I 
to no mention at all in Texts B, F, and H. Two Texts, A and c, contained 
more than 100 words on mountains. 
Only two texts mentioned plateaus. 
topic while Text D had 16 words. 
i 
I Text C devoted 92 words to this 
Material on water bodies varied from 239 words in Text C to no men-
1 
I 
tion at all in Texts A, B, E, and F. 
Only two texts listed all five of the sub-topics under' surface. 
I 
These were Texts C and D. Text G mentioned all of the sub-~opics except 
plateaus. Text A mentioned deserts, lowlands and mountains. Text E men-
tioned the same three topics. Text B mentioned deserts and, lovrlands, 
while Text H mentioned deserts and water bodies. Text E devoted only 
seven words to lowlands, making no mention at all of the other topics. 
Table IV is devoted to the topic, the climate of Aust~alia. This 
topic is treated in four sub-classifications--climatic belJ s, rainfall, 
temperature, and winddirection. 
I 
~ I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I, 
. I 
I' 
.\ 
II 
TABLE IV 
I 
THE NillffiER OF \IJORDS I N EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEDGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING THE CLll~~TE OF AUSTRALIA 
A B c D E F d 
I 
Climatic Belts 419 153 214 46 84 0 9 
Rainfall 378 56 71 55 ill 106 9b 
Temperature 66 28 92 38 93 18 5,4 
Wind Direction 68 0 112 104 97 0 57 
Total 931 237 489 243 385 124 2J.lO 
I 
H 
89 
211 
11 
101 
412 
I 
I 
_j 
The total number of words discussing the climate of Australia ranged 
I 
from 931 words in Text A to 124 words in Text E. Only Text IF devoted less 
than 200 words to the topic. 
Material on the climatic belts of Australia varied from 419 words in 
I 
Text A to no mention at all in Text F. Only Texts A, B, and C devoted 
more than 150 words to the topic. 
The number of words on rainfall varied from 378 words fn Text A to 
55 words in Text D. Texts A, E, F, and H discussed the topic in more than 
I 
I 
100 words. 
The treatment of temperature of Australia varied from 93 words in 
I 
i 
Text E to 11 words in Text H. Texts A, C, E, and G devoted r more than 
I 
I 
fifty words to the topic. 
I 
~futerial on the wind direction in Australia ranged fro~ 112 words in 
I 
Text C to no mention at all in Texts B and F. Three texts, ; c, D, and H, 
devoted more than 100 words to this topic. 
Text F mentioned only rainfall and wind direction. Text B mentioned 
climatic belts, rainfall and temperature, but had no materi1al on wind 
direction. Texts A, C, D, E, G and H mentioned all of the sub-topics 
under climate. 
Table V takes up the main topic, resources of Australia. This main 
I 
topic is broken down into six sub-topics--fish, forests, minerals, native 
animals, native plants and soil. Minerals are listed separately so that 
there is a report on ten minerals which is the number mentioned in the 
I texts. 
TABLE V 
THE NillffiER OF I'JORDS IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING THE RESOURCES OF AUSTRALIA / 
A B C D E F 
I 
I 
G 
I 
H 
Fish 0 0 84 8 0 0 : 0 0 
Forests 141 43 168 116 115 61 0 85 
Minerals 
Coal 42 19 31 50 32 90 J 5 26 
Copper 42 16 0 13 10 0 7 9 
Gold 141 35 99 60 88 152 121 112 
Iron Ore 74 0 8 13 0 65 l53 23 
Lead 127 16 19 13 10 12 0 0 
Petroleum 26 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 
Silver 97 8 45 13 10 12 0 0 
Tin 27 16 27 13 10 0 0 9 
Tungsten 27 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Zinc 198 16 0 13 10 12 0 0 
Native Animals 48 92 714 103 233 200 172 137 
Native Plants 34 70 329 143 143 106 0 73 
Soil 9 0 9 0 4 4 1 0 0 
------------------------------------------Total 1033 331 1533 568 661 719 ?88 474 
Only Texts B, H, and G devoted less than 500 words tol the resources 
of Australia. 
Fish were mentioned only in Texts C and D. 
Every text except Text G devoted some space to forestJs. The material 
I 
ranged from 168 words in Text C to 43 words in Text B. Texts A, C, D, 
-;_8 
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land E had more than 100 words on the topic. 
Tenmlnerals were mentioned in Text A. Text D mentioned 8 minerals. 
TeA~S B, E, and F mentioned 7 minerals each. Text C mentioned 6, while 
Text G devoted space to only 4 minerals. Coal and gold were the only 
[minerals . mentioned in all of the texts. 
Text B mentioned coal, copper, gold, lead, silver, tin and zinc. 
Text C mentioned coal, gold, iron ore, lea~silver and tin. Text D men-
ltioned coal, copper, gold, iron ore, lead, silver, tin and zinc. Text E 
[devoted space to coal, copper, gold, lead, silver, tin and zinc. Text F 
!mentioned coal, gold, iron ore, lead, petroleum, silver, and zinc. Text 
G devoted space to coal, copper, gold and iron ore. Text H mentioned 
coal, copper, gold and iron ore. 
Native plants were mentioned in all the texts. Material ranging 
from 714 words in Text C to 48 words in Text A. Only Text G failed to 
mention native plants. The number of words varied from 329 words in Text 
C to no mention at all in Text G. Only Texts A, C, E, and F mentioned 
soil. 
TABLE VI 
THE NillffiER OF 1nfORDS IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING THE INDUSTRIES OF AUSTRALIA 
A B c D E F 
Farming 1271 671 958 831 1033 1565 
Fishing 0 0 0 33 0 0 
Lumbering 103 0 46 48 127 0 
Manufacturing 561 79 43 122 20 295 
Mining 401 119 166 218 140 298 
Personal Service 27 0 0 0 0 0 
Transportation 903 222 328 296 179 0 
G H 
899 632 
0 0 
0 85 
319 0 
62 149 
0 0 
148 124 
Total 3266 1091 1541 1548 1499 2158 1428 1089 
I' 
I ( 
\ 
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The total number of words on the industries of Australia varies from 
3,266 words in Text A to 1089 words in Text H. Only Texts 1B and H had 
less th&~ 1,400 words on this topic. 
Every text mentioned farming. The number of words ranged from 1,565 
words in Text F to 632 words in Text H. Texts A, E, and F ·had over 1,000 
words on farming. 
Only Text D mentioned fishing . It contained 33 words on the topic. 
The number of words on lumbering varied from 127 words in Text E to 
no mention at all in Texts B, F, and G. 
The treatment of manufacturing varied from 561 words in Text A to no 
mention at all in Text H. Texts B, C, and E had less than 100 words on 
this topic. 
The material on mining ranged from 401 words in Text A to 62 words 
in Text G. Only Text G had less than 100 words on this topic. 
Only one bo~ Text A, mentioned personal service. Twenty-seven words 
were devoted to it. 
The treatment of transportation varies from 903 words in Text A to 
no mention at all in Text F. 
The total m.nnber of products mentioned in the treatment of Australia 
in eight sixth grade geography textbooks was 34. These were: barley, 
cattle, coal, copper, corn, cotton, dairy products, fruit, gold, hay, 
hides and skins, horses, iron and steel products, iron ore, lead, leather 
goods, lumber, machinery, meat, oats, pigs, poultry, rabbits, rubber 11 
goods, silver, sheep, sugar, textiles, tin, tungsten, wheat, wool, zinc, 
and vegetables. 
.·0 
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TABLE VII I 
THE NillffiER OF ~<lORDS I N EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOI<S DISCUSSING THE PRODUCTS OF AUSTRALIA 
A B c D E F G H 
Barley 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Cattle 73 19 83 50 8 26 0 20 
I 
Coal 62 28 42 50 32 82 35 26 
I 
Copper 36 8 19 14 10 0 0 8 
I Corn 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
' Cotton 49 15 22 28 25 0 31 0 I 
I Dairy I 
Products 77 24 81 28 57 62 5 0 
Fruit 282 8 197 70 41 llO 63 0 
Gold 42 23 74 23 12 71 6 0 
Hay 20 0 0 11 0 0 0 0 
Hides and 
I 
Skins 21 0 20 0 42 14 0 0 
Horses 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Iron & Steel 
Products 64 0 8 9· 0 10 19 0 
Iron Ore 0 0 0 0 0 58 54 23 
Lead 52 8 19 14 10 ll 0 0 
Leather 
I Goods 20 0 0 0 0 11 9 0 Lumber 97 0 24 32 0 0 0 0 
Machinery 26 15 0 0 0 0 32 0 
Meat 21 38 54 17 26 131 15 25 
Oats 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pigs 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Poultry 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Rabbits 0 0 0 0 0 58 54 23 
Rubber Goods 20 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 
I 
Silver 7 8 36 14 10 11 0 8 
Sheep 50 12 173 92 68 13 63 51 
I Sugar 32 20 38 25 25 89 31 0 I 
I Textiles 20 0 0 10 0 45 27 0 
Tin 29 8 33 14 10 0 0 8 
j l Tungsten 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Wheat 84 69 129 82 100 41 66 30 Wool 59 25 74 70 122 126 74 69 
e Zinc 52 8 0 14 10 11 0 13 I Vegetables 21 38 54 17 26 131 15 25 
Total 1460 344 1149 722 663 967 530 295 
I I 
I 
I 
~~ I 
The total number of words on the products of Australia ranged from 
1,460 words in Text A to 295 words in Text H. Only Texts B and H had 
less than 500 words on the products of Australia. 
Only Text A mentioned barley. · It devoted 14 words to the topic. 
Material on cattle ranged from 83 \vords in Text C to no mention at 
all in Text G. Only Text A, C, and D contained 50 or more words on cattle. 
The treatment of coal ranged from 82 words in Text F to 26 words in 
Text H. Only Texts A, D, and F had 50 or more words on this topic. 
The number of words on copper ranged from 36 words in Text A to no 
mention at all in Texts F and G. Only Texts A, C, and D contained more 
than 10 words on copper. 
Corn was mentioned only in Text A with 14 words being devoted to it. 
~~terial on cotton ranged from 49 words in Text A to no mention at 
all in Texts F and H. Only Texts A, D, and G contained more than 25 words 
on cotton. 
The treatment of dairy products varied from 81 words in Text C to no 
mention at all in ·Text H. Only Texts B, G, and H had less than 25 words 
on this topic. 
The number of words on fruit varied from 282 words in Text A to no 
mention at all in Text H. Only Texts A, C, and F had more than 100 v-mrds 
on this subject. 
Material on gold varied from 74 words in Text C to no mention at all 
in Text H. Only TeA~S C and F had more than 70 words on this topic. 
Only two texts mentioned hay. Text A devoted 20 words to it, while 
Ta~ D had 11 words in it on hay. 
Hides and skins were mentioned only in Texts A, C, E, and F. 
Horses were mentioned only in Text A. Twenty words 1-rere devoted to 
the topic. 
1·1aterial on iron and steel products r anged from 64 words in Text A 
1to no mention at all in Texts B, D, E, and H. Texts F and G had less 
I 
than 20 >vords on iron and steel product s. 
Iron ore was mentioned in only three texts. Text F had 58 words. 
Text G had 54 words, while Text H had 23 words. 
The treatment of lead r anged from 52 words in Text A to no mention 
at all i n Texts G and H. 
Only three books mentioned leather goods. Text A had 20 \'lords on 
the topic. Text F had 11 words, while Text G had only 9 words on the topi ~ . 
Only three bool<s mentioned lumber . Text A had 97 words. Text D had 
32 words, while Text C had 24 vmrds on hunber. 
lYlachinery was mentioned only in Texts G, A, and B. The number of 
. I 
words varied from 32 words in Text G to 15 words in Text B. 
The treatment of meat varied from 131 words in Text F to 15 words 
in Text G. 
Oats, pigs, and poultry vmre mentioned only in Text A. Fourteen word 
vrere devoted to oats, vlhile 28 words were devoted to pigs and poultry. 
Three texts mentioned r abbits. Text F had 58 words. Ta~t G had 54 
words, while Text H had 23 words on rabbits. 
I 
.I r Two texts mentioned rubber goods. Text A had 20 words while Text F 
I 
I 
I 
had 11 words on this topic. 
The treatment of silver varied from 36 words in Text C to no mention 
I 
j/ 1 at all in Text G. I The number of words on sheep r anged from 173 words in Text C to 13 
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words in Text F. 
I 
The treatment of sugar varied from S9 words in Text F to no mention 
at all in Text H. Only Text F contained more than 50 words on the topic. 
~~terial on textiles varied from 45 words in Text F to no mention at 
all in TextsB, C, E, and H. 
The number of words on tin ranged from 33 words in Text C to no men-
tion at all in Texts F and G. 
Tungsten was mentioned only in Text A. Twenty-two worrs were devoted 
to it. 
The treatment of wheat ranged from 129 words in Text C to 30 words in 
Text H. Only Text F had less than 50 words on the subject.! 
The number of words on wool varied from 126 words in Text F to 25 
words in Text B. Only Text F and E had more than 100 words on the topic. 
The material on zinc ranged from 52 words in Text A to no mention at 
all in Texts C and G. 
Only Texts A, B, C, and D mentioned vegetables. None of the texts 
had more than 11 words on this topic. 
None of the texts mentioned all of the thirty-four products. Text 
I 
' 
Text A devoted 2S2 words to 
I 
A mentioned all of them except iron ore. 
fruit, which was far more than it devoted to any other product. 
Text B mentioned cattle, coal, copper, cotton, dairy products, fruit, I 
gold, hay, lead, machinery, meat, silver, sheep, sugar, tin, wheat, wool, 1 
I 
zinc and vegetables. Text B devoted 69 words to wheat. No other product I 
was mentioned in more than 3S words. 
Text C mentioned 19 of the products. These are: cattle, coal, copper 
I 
cotton, dairy products, fruit, gold, hides and skins, ironl and ste.el 
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meat, silver, sheep, sugar, tin, wheat, wool and 
I vegetables. Text C devoted over 100 \'lords to three products--fruit, 
II 
I 
I 
i 
I 
vlheat and sheep. 
Text D mentioned 20 of the products. These are cattle) coal, copper, 
cotton, dairy products, fruit, gold, hay, lead, lumber, meat, silver, 
sheep, sugar, textiles, tin, wheat, wool, zinc and vegetables. Only 
fruit, sheep and wheat had more than 50 words devoted to them. 
I 
Text E mentioned lg of t he products. These are: cattle, coal, copper 
cotton, dairy products, fruit, gold, hides and skins, lead, meat, silver, 
sheep, sugar, tin, wheat, wool, zinc and vegetables . Only ,wheat or wool 
had 100 or more words discussing them. 
Text F mentioned 21 of the products. These are: cattle, coal, dairy 
products, fruit, gold, hides and skins , iron and steel products , iron ore, 
lead, leather goods, meat, rabbits, rubber goods, silver , sheep, sugar , 
textiles, wheat, wool, zinc and vegetables. Fruit, meat, wool and vege-
tables had more than 100 words devoted to them. 
Text G mentioned 17 of the products. These are: co al, cotton, dairy 
products, fruit, gold, iron and steel products, iron ore, leather goods, 
machinery, meat, r abbits, sheep, sugar, textiles, wheat, wool, and vege-
tables. Only sheep, vlheat and wool had more than 60 words devoted to 
them. 
Text H mentioned 13 of the 34 products listed. These are: cattle, 
coal, copper, iron ore, meat, r abbits, silver, sheep, tin, wheat, wool, 
zinc and vegetables. Wool had 69 words devoted to it which was more 
than was devoted to any other product. 
The topic, the government of Australia, was divided into two sub-
- 6 
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opics-- t ype and political divisions. 
TABLE VIII 
THE I\fillJIBER OF ~.VORDS I N EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGH.APHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING THE GOVEIThlJ.'IENT OF AUSTRALIA 
A B c D E F G H 
Type 513 0 48 32 513 113 133 171 
Political 
Divisions 0 0 73 124 133 0 59 0 
Total 58 0 121 156 141 18 192 171 
The total number of 1..rords on the government of Australia ranged from 
92 words in Text G to no mention at all in Text B. Texts C, D, E, G, 
nd H had 100 or more words on this topic. 
Material on the t~Te of government in Australia r anged from 171 word 
n Text H to no materia l at all in Text B. 
The treatment of the political divisions of Australia varied from 
24 words in Text D to no mention at all in Texts A, B, F, and H. 
Text B contained no material at all on t he gover nment of Australia. 
Texts A, F, and H had material onl y on the t ype of government in 
ustralia. 
The topic, population of Australia, \vas sub-divided into: distribu-
ion, natives, and restrictions. 
' ; 
r· 
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TABLE IX 
THE NUivlBER OF HORDS I N EIGHT SIXTH GRADE G.EDGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING THE POPULATION OF AUSTRALIA 
A B c D E F IG 
Distribution 0 41 71 85 166 40 144 
Natives 68 0 117 119 70 52 193 
. Restrictions 111 22 99 0 68 0 1 11 
Total 179 63 287 204 304 92 Q48 
H 
42 
141 
227 
410 
The total number of words on the population of Australia varied 
from 410 words in Text H to 63 in Text B. Five books, Texts C, D, E, 
G, and H devoted 200 or more words to the population of Australia . 
I 
The material on the distribution of the population of iAustralia 
varied from 166 words in Text E to no mention at all in Teit A. The 166 
I 
words in Text E was almost twice as many words as any other text devoted 
to this topic. 
I 
The treatment of the natives of Australia varied from' 193 words in 
Text G to no mention at all in Text B. 
The nwaber of words on the restrictions on the population of Austra-
lia ranged from 227 words in Text H to no mention at all in Texts D and 
~ F. 
I I. 
- I 
I I 
.' I 
I 
Texts C, E, G, and H had material on all three of the topics under 
the population of Australia. Text A had material only on natives and 
restrictions. Text B had material only on distribution and restrictions. 
Texts D and F had material on distribution and natives. 
E~ht cities were studied in the analysis of the treatment of Austra-
l 
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lia in eight sixth grade geography textbooks. These were the seven lar -
gest cities in Australia and the capital, Canberra. The complete list 
is: Adelai de, Brisbane, Canberra, Hobart, Melbourne, Newcastle, Perth 
and Sydney. 
TABLE X 
THE Nffiv1BER OF WORDS I N EI GHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING THE CITIES OF AUSTRALIA 
A B c D E F G 
,Adelaide 74 0 0 71 47 13 104 
Brisbane 132 0 0 71 47 0 ?'d 
Canberra 65 55 61 54 16 0 g 
Hobart 96 0 0 49 7 0 33 
Helbourne 150 73 86 135 52 '65 60 
Newcastle 34 39 0 31 0 27 0 
Perth 134 0 14 57 43 22 40 
Sydney 309 75 1'68 166 100 50 133 
Total 994 242 349 634 312 197 456 
H 
14 
14 
46 
0 
14 
0 
14 
40 
142 
The total number of words on the cities of Australia varied from 
994 words in Text A to 142 words in Text H. Only Texts A, D, and G de-
voted more than 450 words to the cities studied. 
Text A mentioned all of the ejght cit i es giving twice as much space to 
Sydney as to any other city. 
Text B mentioned Canberra, Melbour ne, Nei.Ycastle and Sydney. 
Text C mentioned Canberra, :Helbourne , Perth and Sydney. Text C gave 
twice as much space to Sydney as i t did to any other city. 
Text D mentioned all of the eigJt cities. 
Text E mentioned all of the e:igr.t cities except Newcastle. 
Text F mentioned Adelaide, Melbourne, Newcastle, Perth and Sydney. 
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Text G mentioned all of the eightcities except Nel"/castle. 
Text H mentioned all of the eigl:t, cities except Hobart and Newcastle. 
A few other cities were mentioned very briefly in the texts. Text 
mentioned Freemantle, Kalgoorlie, Port Kembla, Broken .Hill, Pirie, Port 
ugust a and Darwin. 
Text B mentioned Darwin. 
Text C mentioned Kalgoorlie. 
Text D mentioned Darwin and Freemantle. 
Text E mentioned Freemantle. 
Text F mentioned Freemantle. 
Text G mentioned Darwin, Kalgoorlie and Whyalla. 
Text H mentioned Kalgoorlie. 
The final topic, the historical cont ent, was divided into five sub-
opics. These were Dutch Explorations, Cook's Explorations, First Settle-
ents, First Settlers, Discovery of Gold, the Rabbit Pest and World War II 
--
TABLE XI 
THE NUMBER OF \.VORDS IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOI\S DISCUSSTIJG THE HISTORICAL CONTENT 
PRESENTED IN THE TREAT:tV®JT OF AUST~ALIA 
A B c D E F 
Dutch Explorations 0 0 61 0 0 0 
Cook's Explorations 125 91 25 40 0 0 
First Settlements 122 223 59 26 0 13 
First Settlers 0 188 0 28 0 84 
Discovery of Gold 24 81 109 56 33 59 
Rabbit Pest 93 30 230 136 166 124 
World War II 68 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 432 613 484 286 199 280 
----
G H 
0 93 
0 79 
18 46 
0 100 
73 97 
44 21 
19 332 
154 768 
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The treat ment of t he historical content presented in the treat ment 
f Australia varied from 768 wor ds in Text H to 154 words in Text G. 
Dutch explorations were mentioned only in TeA~S C and H. 
Texts E, F, and G did not mention Cook's explorations. 
Only Text E f ailed to mention first settlements. 
Texts A, C, E, and G did not mention first set tlers. 
Discovery of gold was mentioned i n a l l of the t exts. 
The rabbit pest was mentioned in all of the texts. 
World War II was mentioned only in Texts A, G, and H. 
Text A mentioned all but Dutch explorations and first settlers. Over 
20 words were devoted to Cook's explorations and first s ettlers. 
Text B mentioned all but Dutch explorations and World War II. 
Text C mentioned all but first settlers and "i.Vorld vvar II. 
Text D mentioned all but Dutch explorations and World War II. 
Text E mentioned only the discovery of gold and the r abbit pest. 
Text F mentioned first settlements, first settlers, discovery of 
gold, and the rabbit pest. 
Text G mentioned first settlements, discovery of gold, t he r abbit 
pest, and World War II. 
Text H mentioned all of the topics listed under historical content. 
The second major part of t he analysis, pictures, was broken do~1 
into the following sub-topics: tota l number of pictures, number of black 
and white pictures, number of colored pictures, size of pictures, number 
of pictures showing human activity, number of pictures showing places, 
number of pictures shovd ng native plants, number of pictures showing na-
tive animals and the number of graphs • 
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-~ TABLE XII 
NUNBER OF PICTURES ON AUSTRALIA IN 
EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS 
e 
A B c D E F G H 
Black and white 
pictures 20 3 13 6 7 7 6 19 
Colored pictures 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total No. of Pictures 20 4 13 6 7 7 6 19 
Size 
Full page 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Half page 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Less than half page 20 l 13 6 7 7 6 15 
Pictures showing 
human activity 12 3 6 4 4 6 3 10 
Pictures showing 
places 6 l 2 2 1 1 0 5 
Pictures showing 
native plants 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Pictures showing 
native animals 1 0 2 0 2 0 3 4 
The total number of pictures on Australia varied from 20 i n Text A 
o 4 in Text B. Text H had 19 pictures. Text C had 13 pictures. Both 
Texts E and F had 7 pictures, while Texts D and G had 6 pictures. 
The number of black and white pictures on Australia ranged from 20 
in Text A to 3 pictures in Text B. Text H had 19 black and vlhite pictures 
Text C had 13 pictures. Both Texts E and F had 7 pictures while both 
T~~s D and G had 6 black and white pictures on Australia. 
It was surprising to find only one colored picture. This was in 
I 
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ext B. 
There were no full page pictures in the textbooks. 
Both Texts B and H had 3 half page pictures of Australia while the 
ther texts had none. 
The number of pictures of Australia less than half a page in size 
Taried from 20 in Text A to 1 in Text B. Text H had 15 pictures. Text 
had 13 pictures. Both Texts E and F had 7 pictures while both Texts 
r and G had 6 pictures less than half a page in size. 
Pictures showing hmnan activity in Australia varied from 12 in Text 
to 3 in Texts B and G. Text H had 10 pictures. Texts C and F both 
6 pictures while both Texts D and E had 4 pictures of Australia show-
g human activity. 
The number of pictures showing places in Australia varied from 6 in 
A to 8 in Texts E and F. Text H had 5 pictures while both Texts C 
nd D had 2 pictures showing places in Australia. 
Only two texts had pictures of native plants of Australia. Text C 
3 pictures, while Text A had 1 picture of native plants of Australia. 
The number of pictures showing native animals ranged from 4 in Text 
to none in Texts B, D, and F. Text G had 3 pictures . Both Texts C and 
had 2 pictures, while 8 pictures showing native animals were found in 
ext A. 
To obtain the classification for the t hird IDBjor topic, children's 
ctivities, all the activities in the eight sixth grade geography text-
ooks were listed. The following types of activities were found in the 
exts: 
1. Essay questions 
2. Questions i nvolving the use of a map 
3. Comparisons to make 
4. Lists to make 
5. Discussion topics 
6. Imaginary trips to make 
7. Sentences describing cities to make 
8. Inviting a soldier to speak to the class 
9. Summaries to make 
10. Maps to draw 
11. Statements to explain 
12. Statements to prove 
13. Hatching exercises 
14. Sentences to complete 
15. Best answer questions 
16. Arranging pictures 
TABLE XIII 
CHILDREN 'S ACTIVITIES SUGGESTED IN THE TRK~~TIQ~T OF 
AUSTRALIA I N EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEDGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS 
Essay Questions 
Questions Involving 
Use of a Map 
Comparisons to Make 
Lists to Hake 
Letters to Write 
Discussion topics 
Imaginary Trips to 
Hake 
Sentences to Make 
A 
13 
24 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Describing Cities 0 
Inviting a Soldier to 
Speak to the Class 0 
Summaries to Make 0 
Maps to Draw 0 
Statements to Explain 14 
Statements to Prove 1 
:t>fatching Exercises 1 
Sentences to Complete 5 
Best Answer Questions 8 
Arranging pictures 0 
I No. of Different 
B 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
c 
42 
4 
0 
0 
0 
4 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
D 
26 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
E 
16 
15 
0 
0 
.1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
F 
3 
18 
0 
0 
0 
2 
1 
1 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
G 
24 
5 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
H 
29 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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It will be noted that excluding essay questions and questions invol-
ing the use of a map there is no agreement on the type of activity found r the textbooks. There are very few activities suggested which do not 
r
volve the use of the written or spoken word. 
The total number of different activities suggested ranged from 8 
ln Text A to 1 in Text B. All texts had essay questions. The number varied from 42 questions • 
r 
Text C to 3 in Text F. 
It was unusual to find t>vo texts, B and D, not having any questions 
,·nvolving the use of a map. Text A had 24 such questions. Text F had 
8 questions. Text E had 15 questions whil e Text G had 5 and Texts C 
· .. 
nd H had 4 questions each on Australia which involved the use of a map . 
Text A was the only text having comparisons to make. There were five 
f them under the heading of Australia. 
Two texts had discussion topics on Australia. Text C had 4, 1rlhi1e 
ext F had 2 discussion topics. 
Imaginary trips in connection with Australia were suggested in two 
texts. Text C suggested 6 trips while Text F suggested 1. 
. Only two texts suggested drawing maps. Text D suggested 4 such ac-
tivities while Text F suggested 1. 
To obtain the classification for the fourth nm jor topic, maps of 
Australia, all the different types of maps found in the texts were listed . 
Fourteen different types of maps were found. They are: 
1. Political maps 
2. Physical feature w.aps 
3. Combined political and physical feature maps 
4. Rainfall maps 
5. Relief and veget ation maps 
I 
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6. Population maps 
7. Product maps 
s. Relief maps 
9. Global maps 
10. Maps showing transportation routes 
11. Maps showing products and exports 
12. Maps showing the growing season 
13. Climate and rainfall maps 
TABLE XIV 
NUHBER OF HAPS PRESEI\JTED IN THE TREATI1ENT OF AUSTRALIA 
IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS 
A B c D E F G H 
Black and white maps 7 2 5 g 6 6 7 3 
Colored maps 2 1 0 2 2 3 1 4 
Total Number of :tvlaps 9 3 5 10 g 9 g 7 
Size 
Full page 2 0 1 3 2 2 2 4 
Half page 1 1 2 0 0 0 3 0 
Less than half page 6 2 2 7 6 7 3 3 
Political maps 2 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 
Physical feature maps 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Combined physical 
feature and poli-
tical maps 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Rainfall maps 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 0 
Relief and vegeta-
tion maps 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 
Population maps 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Product maps 0 0 0 4 3 2 1 3 
Relief maps o· 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 
Global maps 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 
Naps showing trans-
portation routes 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 
Maps showing prod-
ucts and exports 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Maps showing exports 
and imports 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Maps of the growing 
season 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
~ps of climate and 
rainfall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
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. The total number of maps on Australia varied from 10 in Text D to 3 
Text B. 
The number of black and white maps of Australia varied from 8 in 
ext D to 2 in Text B. 
All texts but Text C had colored maps. The number r anged from 4 in 
ext H to 1 in Texts B and G. 
The number of full page maps r anged from 4 in Text H to none in Text 
The number of half page maps ranged from 3 in Text G to none in Texts 
, E, F, and H. All the texts had maps of Australia less than half a page 
The number varied from 7 in Texts F and D to 2 in Texts B and 
No political maps were .found in Texts B, F, and G. Text A had 2 
olitical maps of Australia, while Texts C, D, E, and H had one each. 
Texts A and D each had one physical feature map. 
Texts B, E, and F each had one combined physical feature and politi-
al map. 
All texts except H had r ainfall maps. Text E had two rainfall maps 
f Australia, while Texts A, B, C, D, F, and G had one each. 
Three Texts, A, F, and G, had one relief and vegetation map each. 
Text A had two population maps. Texts B, C, D, E, F, G, and H had 
each. 
All but three texts had product maps. Texts A, B, and C did not 
any. Text D had four product maps of Australia. Texts E and H ha d 
hree product maps. Text F had two product maps while Text G had one 
map of Australia. ---~~~--t 
I 
,, 
Text D. and F each had one relief map. Text C, F, and G each had one 
global map. Text A had two maps sho1ving transportation routes, while 
Text G had three of them. Text C had one map showing the products and ex-
ports of Australia. Text D had one map showing the imports and exports 
of Australia. Text F had one map sho~dng the growing season in Australia. 
Text H had two maps showing the climate and rainfall of Aust ralia. 
The l a st major topic i'Jas broken down i nto three sub-topics: words per 
line, estimated running words, and number of pages. 
TABLE XV 
A SillitJifi.RY OF THE ¥lAIN CATEGORIES IN THE ANALYSIS OF THE TREATNENT 
OF AUSTRALIA I N EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY TEXTB00KS 
A B c D E F G 
No. of Pages 23 5.5 10 11.75 11 14 15 
No. of Words 
Discussing: 
Size 27 30 123 25 73 0 50 
Surface 536 100 862 212 208 7 1 193 
Climate 931 237 489 243 385 124 210 
Resources 1,033 331 1,533 568 661 719 288 
Industries 3,266 1,091 1,541 1,548 1,499 2,158 1 1,428 
Products 1,460 344 1,149 722 663 967 530 
Government 58 0 121 156 141 18 I 192 
Population 179 63 287 204 304 92 1 248 
Cities 994 242 349 634 312 197 I 456 
Historical 
Content 432 613 484 286 199 280 154 
No. of Pic-
tures 20 4 13 6 7 7 6 
No. of Acti-
vi ties 8 1 4 4 3 8 5 
No. of Haps 9 3 5 10 8 9 8 
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10 
34 
90 
412 
474 
1,089 
295 
171 
410 
142 
768 
19 
4 
7 
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The number of pages treating Australia varied from 23 pages in Text 
A to 5.5 pages in Text B. Text B was the only text having less than 10 
pages of material on Australia. 
'Text A devoted considerable space to a discussion of the resources, 
industries and products of Australia. Text B gives considerable space to 
industries, resources, products and historical content. It is interesting 
to note that Text B which had the smallest amount of material on Australia 
devoted almost as much space to historical content as did Text H, which 
had two and one half times as much material on Australia. 
Text C gave most of its space to industries, resources and products. 
~ext D gave most of its space to a discussion of industries; products and 
cities. Text E discussed industries, resources and products at greatest 
length. Text F devoted ti~ce as much space to industries as it did to any 
other topic. Text H gave most of its space to industries and historical 
content. In every text industries was given more space than any other 
[topic. 
I 
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CHAPTER V 
Sill"il'i!\RY AND CONCLUSIONS 
List of Texts Analyzed .-- The eight textbooks used in the analysis 
are listed below for the convenience of the reader. In this chapter 
these texts, hereafter, will be referred to by the letter before the 
name of the text • 
A. Atwood, Wallace W. and Helen G. Thomas, Nations Overseas . 
Boston: Ginn and Company, 194S. 
B. Barrows, Harlan H., Edith P. Parker and Clarence W. Sorensen, 
Old 11/orld Lands. New York: Silver Burdett and Company, 1947. 
C. Bodley, G. R. and E. L. Thurston, The Old World Continents. New 
York: Iroquois Publishing Company, 1946. 
D. Branom, Frederick K. and Helen M. Ganey, Eastern Hemisphere, Book 
III. New York: William H. Sadlier, Inc., 1940. 
E. Brighrun, Albert P. and Charles T. McFarlane, Our Continental 
Nei ghbors. New York: American Bool< Company, 193S. 
F. McConnell, W. R., Geogr4bhy of Lands Overseas. 
McNally and Company, 19 . 
New York: Rand 
G. Smith, J. Russell, Frank Sorenson and Norman Carls, Neighbors 
Across the Seas. Philadelphia : John C. Winston Company, 1950. 
H. Stull, DeForest and Roy W. Hatch, Our World Today. Boston: Allyn 
and Bacon, 1946. 
Conclusions.--
1. There is little or no uniformity of the treatment of the topics 
in the eight geography textbooks analyzed. There is great varia-
tion in the topics discussed and the amount of space devoted to 
any topic. 
In treating the topic, the 1nountains of Australia, the number of 
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words ranged from 249 in Text C to 15 in Text G. Texts B, F, and 
H devoted no space at all to the mountains . 
The number of words on the resources of Australia ranged from 
1,533 in Text C to 288 in Text G. The number of resources men-
tioned ranged from 14 in Text A to 5 in Text G. The topic, soil, 
was mentioned in only four textbooks. 
I 
The number of words on industries ranged from 3,266 in Text A to 
1,089 in Text H. The number of industries mentioned in the eight 
1 
texts ranged from 6 in Texts A and D to 3 in Text F. Farming 
and mining were the only industries mentioned in all of the texts. ! 
Fishing was mentioned only in Text D, while personal service was 
mentioned only in Text A. 
Thirty-four products were mentioned in all the texts. The number 
mentioned varied from 32 in Text A to 12 in Text H. Barley, corn, i 
horses, oats, pigs and poultry were mentioned only in Text A. 
2. Little use is made of colored pictures in the texts. Only one 
· II 3 • 
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colored picture of Australia was found in the eight sixth grade 
geography texts. Most of the pictures fell into the category of 
less than one half a page in size. 
The number of pictures varied from 20 in Text A to 4 in Text B. 
I 
Text B had the only colored picture found in the e~ght texts 
analyzed. There were no full page size pictures i~ any of the 
texts. Three half page pictures were found in Texts B and H. 
At least half the pictures i n each text were devoted to human 
activity. 
The activities are largely written or verbal activities. Very 
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few construction activities are suggested in the texts. Few 
activities that afford practice in criticism of ideas, evaluation 
of ideas and presentation of ideas are suggested. It is the 
author's personal opinion that the activities suggested are not 
adequate for a teacher using the unit method of teaching . 
The total number of different activities suggested ranged from 
L.~ 
8 in Texts A and F to one in Texts B and H. The only activity 
found in all the texts was essay questions. Arranging pictures 
and drawing maps -v,rere the only activities suggested Y.rhich did not 
involve Y.~iting or answering questions orally. Essay questions 
and questions involving the use of a map were the activities 
most commonly suggested. Texts B and D were the only texts which 
did not have questions i nvolving the use of a map. 
4. The only type of map found in each text was the population map . 
It is the author's opinion that the maps in the eignt texts are 
adequate for teaching purposes. 
The total nurnber of maps varied from 10 in Text D to 3 in Text 
B. All of t he texts had colored maps except Text C. Text B was 
the only text which did not have any full page maps in it. Most 
of the maps were less than half a page in size. Text G was the 
only text which did not have either a political map or a combi ned 
physical feature and political map . Text H was the only text not 
having a rainfall map. · Global maps were found in Texts C, F, and 
G. 
Implications for Teaching.--
1. The teacher must study her curriculum and the needs of her class. 
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From these she can determine which text best covers ' the material 
she wished to present. In the ideal situation she would have two 
or three texts available. 
2. The teacher will need to supplement the pictures in the text with 
a picture collection of her 0~1. She should ha ve as many colored , 
pictures as possible to make up for the lack of colored pictures 
in the geography textbooks. 
3 . Each teacher will need to have a l ar ge number of exercises and 
activities she can use to supplement those in the textbooks. 
Many of these should be: . creative construction work, exercises 
that offer opportunities for criticism and evaluation of ideas, 
I 
and exercises that afford practice in the presentation of ideas, 
since these types seem to be largel y l acking in the 1 texts 
Suggestions for Further Study.--
l. An interesting question which arose during this anal ysis should 
make an excellent topic for further study. Do geography work-
boo~s which accompany most of the eight sixth grade ! geogr aphy 
textbooks analyzed i n this study provide adequate activities for 
the children'? 
2. Another interesting study would be a comparison of the activities 
LD geogr aphy and history textbooks. 
3. Some further studies should be made of social studies textbooks 
in an attempt to measure the quality of the textbooks. 
I. 
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